Constitution of the Special Populations Division
Of the Arkansas Association of Career and Technical Educators

Article I.	NAME
The name of this organization and shall be the Special Populations Division of the Arkansas Association of Career & Technical Educators.

Article II.	AFFILIATION 
The Special Populations Division is a division of the Arkansas Association of Career & Technical Education (AR ACTE) which is an affiliate of the Association Career & Technical Education.

Article III.	OBJECTIVES
A. Develop professional attitudes and standards among all personnel interested in or responsible for development or operation of vocational programs.
B. Offer services to members of the Special Populations Division which will provide, maintain, extend, and expand quality programs and services and prepare learners of special populations for employment in all occupations.
C. Help keep members of the Special Populations Division informed as to trends, plans, policies, and current happenings of the Arkansas Association Career & Technical Education and their implications for the development and welfare of vocational education programs and services. 
D. Act as a clearinghouse for dissemination of new ideas, research, and other items which will aid in up-grading the vocational programs for learners in special populations.
E. Promote professional relationship with other agencies, organizations, and institutions concerned with learners in special populations.

Article IV.	MEMBERSHIP
A. Professional Membership
Individuals actively employed in or concerned with career and technical education. Professional members in unified state associations are required to hold state and ACTE membership simultaneously. Members in this category are eligible to vote, serve on committees and participate as a delegate.
B. Retired Membership
Individuals who are retired from active employment in career and technical education or services and have been an ACTE member for at least one year. Retired members can not be employed either full or part time. Retired members must notify ACTE should they regain employment and renew at the professional membership rate. Members in this category are eligible to vote, serve on committees and participate as a delegate.
C. Student Membership
Individuals who are enrolled as full-time students preparing to become career and technical educators and who are not employed full time in the education system as a teacher, counselor or administrator. This membership category is serviced completely electronically. Student members must sign an eligibility agreement upon joining.
D. Membership Year
Membership shall begin with receipt of dues. The membership year shall coincide with the membership year of the Arkansas Association of Career & Technical Education

Article V. 	OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS	
A. Eligibility
Only members who have served on an AR ACTE division board for at least one year shall be eligible to hold an office.
B. Elected Officers of the Special Populations Division shall be President, President-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer.
C. Board Members
The Special Populations Board shall consist of the Past-President, President-Elect, President, Secretary, Treasurer and Area Representatives from each Special Populations Program Area.
D. Officer and Board Member Location
The elected officers and Board Member(s) shall each be from different schools or work locations.
E. Term of Office
All officers shall serve for two (2) years beginning at the close of the AR ACTE conference at which they were elected.
F. Election of Officers
1. An election of officers shall be held during the state Arkansas ACTE conference.
2. Majority Vote
A simple majority vote shall be required to elect an officer.
3. Contested Election
In case of a valid contested election (validity to be determined by the executive committee), written ballot shall be used. Votes shall be counted in the presence of the executive committee.
G. Election of AR ACTE Board Representatives
The Special Populations Division Representative(s) to the Arkansas ACTE board shall be the President and will serve a term of two (2) years. In the event the Special Populations warrants two representatives, the terms will be staggered, one representative elected each year.
If the Board warrants only two representatives and these two are elected at the same conference, representatives will draw for that two year term so that terms will be staggered thereby insuring that the Special Populations Division will have one experienced representative on the Arkansas ACTE Board.

Article IV.	FINANCES
A. The Division may assess dues from the members as specifically set forth in the By-laws.
B. The Division shall not use any income for any reason other than to carry out the purposes of this Division.
C. Procedures for disbursements and audits shall be set forth in the By-laws.
D. The fiscal year of the Division shall coincide with the fiscal year of the Arkansas ACTE.

Article VII.	MEETINGS
The Special Populations Division Board shall meet at least three times a year. The meeting shall be after each Arkansas ACTE Board.

Article VII.	SPECIAL PROVISIONS
A. Interim AR ACTE Board Representatives may be appointed by the Special Populations Division Board to fill vacancies.
B. All problems arising not covered in this Constitution shall be resolved by the executive committee.
C. The current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the authority for items not covered in the Constitution.

Article IX.	AMENDMENTS
This Constitution may be amended at any meeting at which a quorum is present by a 2/3 majority vote, previous notice having been filed with the Executive Committee and distributed to the membership at least thirty(30) days prior to the date of the meeting at which time the vote is to be taken.	


Article X.	ADOPTION
This Constitution replaces and supersedes all prior Constitutions, amendments, and incorporates approximately enacted By-laws.
		
